Logan Airside Improvements Planning Project Final ElS 


Responses to Comments 


Introduction 


This Logan Airside Improvements Planning Project (Airside Project) Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) is prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Council on 
Environmental Quality's (CEQ) Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Requirements of 
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, and related implementing 
regulations. In particular, 40 CFR Section 1503.4 (Response to comments) requires that an 
agency preparing a Final EIS assess and consider comments both individually and 
collectively, and respond accordingly. The Proponent has the option to provide separate 
responses to individual comments identified in commenters letters or, where the volume 
of letters is so large or the nature of comments are similar, responses may be provided ina 
topical format. 


This Final EIS provides responses in both of these formats. Comment letters and petitions 
received on the Airside Supplemental Draft EIS/Final Environmental Impact Report 
(Supplemental DEIS/FEIR) totaled over 850. Of these over 400 consisted of form letters 
for which we have included examples. Nineteen letters were determined to capture the 
essences of the issues raised on the Airside Project. These comment letters are identified 
separately and are responded to comment-by-comment . (Letters 1 to 19 are found in 
Volumes 2 and 3). 


Volumes 3-6 of the Airside Project Final EIS present the copies of the letters received on 
the Supplemental DEIS/FEIR and their responses in topical format. To assist the reader 
the letters included in each volume are highlighted in the Table of Contents. Each of the 
comment letters and petitions were reviewed, and many similar themes and issues were 
identified. In addition, the transcripts! from the two public meetings held during the 
comment period were analyzed and issues raised during these meetings were identified. 


standard 45-day comment period after the Supplemental DEIS/FEIR was filed with the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport). The 
public hearings were held on April 25, 2001 at the Radisson Hotel, Boston. 
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Responses to the issues raised in the letters and at the public meetings are provided in 
topical or collective format. 


To assist the reader in identifying specific letters or topics, the following are included in 
Volumes 3-6: 


m An index listing all the letters received sorted by the author; 
m Topical responses to issues raised; and 


m A table of issues raised in the comment letters which directs the reviewer to the 
appropriate topic and subtopic for a response. 


Copies of the letters received, as well as transcripts to the two public meetings held 
during the comment period, are provided in the following volumes. 


The comment letters received during the comment period are arranged first by 
organization/agency /community and numbered accordingly. Thus, letters from Federal 
agencies or representatives are numbered 20 to 21, followed by State agencies or 
representative at 22 to 24, etc. Each of these letters was than catalogued by comment topic 
and subtopic. Similar comments were than responded to by a topical response (e.g., topic: 
Air Quality, subtopic: Emissions Inventory). 


The topical responses are ordered in six groupings, those related to the Proposed Project, 
those associated with the Analysis Assumptions, Environmental Impact comments, 
comments related to the Environmental Review Process, and comments expressing 
General Support and General Opposition. A section number has also been assigned to 
each grouping. The similar comment for each topic and subtopic is displayed in italics, 
while the response appears directly below this statement. Further reference to sections in 
the main body of the document (Volume 1) are located within each response when 
appropriate. 


To direct interested persons to the appropriate letter, comment, and applicable response, a 


table of issues is presented showing the letter number, author, topic, subtopic, and section 
location of the response. 


